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Background 

Exploited bivalves are economically important resources for coastal areas. Among these resources, 
Manila clams (Ruditapes philippinarum) and European clams (Ruditapes decussatus) are found in a 
variety of ecosystems (lagoons, bays, coasts, etc.) and support relatively substantial professional and 
recreational fishing activities. 

However, to support management, few facilities for exchanging knowledge and practices exist for this 
type of resource. It was therefore decided to organize a symposium in September 2025 in Arcachon 
(France) to connect scientists from several nations whose common point is to work on R. philippinarum 
and/or R. decussatus. This symposium also aimed to be a privileged place to gather scientists and 
stakeholders to strengthen links between them. 

 



Scope of the Topical Issue 

The aim of this Topical Issue is to raise awareness of the existence of scientific results useful for 
resources management and dependent activities. To do so, this Topical Issue welcomes the latest 
advancements regarding the 5 thematics considered during the symposium with special attention paid 
to interdisciplinary approach: 

- Life-history traits (reproduction, spawning, growth, mortality, health status, demography, 
etc.); 

- Evolutionary and functional processes (genetic diversity and structure, functional traits, 
selection, speciation, micro & macro evolution, etc.); 

- Biotic interactions (trophic and spatial competition, pathogenecity, predation, co-evolution 
etc.); 

- Habitat and environmental factors (spatial distribution, ecosystem ecology, global change, 
etc.); 

- Fisheries and management: from species to ecosystem (stock management, reseeding, 
restoration, aquaculture, governance, ecosystem service, sustainability, co & adaptative management, 
mitigation solution, etc.). 

 

Contacts 

nathalie.caill.milly@ifremer.fr 

stefania.chiesa@isprambiente.it 

jhc@jhc.co 

 

Submissions 

All kinds of relevant papers will be considered and reviewed by a distinguished team of international 
experts: Research papers, review articles and prospective notes. 

The deadline for the submissions is 31 March 2026. The manuscripts will be handled on a rolling basis. 

Manuscripts must be submitted online via the submission and peer-review site of Aquatic Living 
Resources. Register choosing the title of the special issue “ Interdisciplinary issues on Manila and 
European clams in their socio-ecosystems”. Please find further instructions for authors at 
https://www.alr-journal.org/author-information/instructions-for-authors. 

Note that starting 2022, Aquatic Living Resources is a fully Diamond Open Access journal: The journal 
is free for readers and the authors, i.e., the authors do not have to pay any article processing charges 
to publish in it. 
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