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Abstract – ALADYM (age-length based dynamic model) is an age-length based simulation model designed to pre-

dict the consequences of management scenarios on a single population, in terms of diﬀerent metrics and indicators. Removals are simulated as total mortality modulated using a selectivity pattern and a fishing activity coeﬃcient. ALADYM
uses the classical equations of population dynamics to create a tool that uses fishery-independent information (e.g. from
trawl surveys) as the primary source. The formulation of population dynamics at a small time scale (month) allows to
model the eﬀects of harvest controls that evolve through the year, which is particularly useful for fast growing species.
The possibility of specifying a vector of natural mortality by age/length makes the model more suitable for situations
where stocks are exploited at an early life stage, as in many Mediterranean fisheries, while introducing variations along
the time of the harvesting pattern accounts for non-equilibrium situations. Stochastic eﬀects can be added to some key
life-history traits to incorporate uncertainty in input parameters and in their relationships. ALADYM can be used for a
range of applications such as comparing management strategies, evaluating indicator changes or searching for reference
points.
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1 Introduction
Fishery models are generally used to predict the long-term
impact of fishing on stock dynamics and yield (Hilborn and
Walters 1992; Gallucci et al. 1996; Quinn and Deriso 1999;
Haddon 2001). However, the reliability of fishery-dependent
data, on which the modern machinery of modelling for stock
assessment is mainly based, is becoming of growing concern
(e.g. Trenkel et al. 2007; Cotter et al. 2009).
Where time series of catch data are sparse, stock assessment and modelling of harvest control rules become diﬃcult
and impede the use of methods widely applied, for example, in
the North Sea or in the Atlantic, e.g. virtual population analysis
(VPA)/cohort analysis (Pope 1972; Darby and Flatman 1994)
or surplus production models (e.g. Punt and Hilborn 1996;
Prager 2005) or catch-survey analysis-CSA (Mesnil 2003).
ALADYM (age-length based dynamic model) is a simulation model that does not require fishery-dependent data, although it does have the capability to predict catches. The population at sea is mimicked by generating numbers at age (time
and age scale in months) from a stock recruitment relationship (or from a recruitment vector) and using growth, maturity
and sex-ratio parameters. Removals from the population are
a
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also mimicked and, to do so, the total mortality rate estimated
oﬀ-line from fishery-independent data (e.g. from trawl-survey
and assessment techniques) is used as input. The model splits
total mortality into fishing and natural mortality, the former
modulated through a harvesting pattern and a fishing activity
coeﬃcient, the latter being a fixed value or a vector. In this
way catches and natural losses are generated. To capture uncertainty inherent in the system, a Monte Carlo approach is
implemented. Model setting is flexible and depends on the
objectives. Several scenarios can be simulated, for instance
predicting the impacts of the current exploitation pattern in
the long-term, investigating how a management option might
ultimately aﬀect harvests and fish stocks, or hindcasting for
exploring the behavioural dynamics of the model.
The design of ALADYM was motivated by the idea of developing a tool not requiring fishery-dependent data and able
to cope with peculiarities inherent in the dynamics of fish
populations characterised by a rather short life span (e.g. 5–
8 years) and a fairly fast growth. Hence a monthly time scale
was adopted although ALADYM can also deal with longerlived and slower growing fish. Another relevant issue driving
the model design was the need to predict the eﬀects of management strategies based on technical fishing regulations in situations when there are no reliable fishery statistics but good
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fishery-independent data (e.g. from trawl surveys) are readily available. This is the case for many Mediterranean fisheries, where the advisory (GFCM-FAO) and scientific communities, as well as coastal countries, consider that fishing eﬀort
control is the most suitable management approach for multispecies and sometimes multi-gear demersal fisheries, in particular if management interventions are complemented by closed
seasons, no-take areas (to protect sensitive habitat and/or key
life-stages) and limitations on gears (mesh size, gear geometry, etc.). In this context, management based upon total allowable catches (TACs) seems inappropriate as many demersal
species are caught simultaneously. TACs or quota regimes are
restricted to few cases of mono-specific fisheries, i.e. internationally shared resources as bluefin tuna and, at national levels,
to a limited number of sedentary stocks (e.g. Chamelea gallina
fisheries in the inshore western side of the Adriatic sea).
In some Mediterranean areas where a few years of commercial data are available, approaches such as length cohort
analysis (LCA; see Lleonart and Salat 1997) have been applied. Alternatively, time trends in indicators (e.g. abundance
indices and total mortality) estimated from trawl-survey data
series have been used to evaluate the condition of some stocks
(e.g. Anonymous 2002). Space-based data sets (abundance indices and total mortality) instead of catch and eﬀort time series
provided the fundamental information for implementing composite models (e.g. Abella et al. 1999), whereas life history
parameters estimated from trawl-survey data have been used
to build yield-per recruit curves (e.g. see Hoggarth et al. 2006
for a package of tools). These model-based exercises necessarily require specific assumptions regarding, for instance, an
equilibrium state of the stock, and the dynamics of biological
processes such as natural mortality.
In ALADYM, modelling uses monthly slicing of the population so as to allow cohorts to evolve simultaneously. Furthermore, the possibility of using a vector of natural mortality
by age/length allows the model to go beyond the constant natural mortality paradigms (e.g. Caddy 2006) and thus to cope
with situations in which stocks are exploited at an early stage
as in many Mediterranean fisheries. Variations in time of the
harvesting pattern can be included so that it is not necessary
to assume that the stock is in an equilibrium state. Using a
von Bertalanﬀy growth model, ALADYM implements an agelength approach that allows for biological and exploitation
processes such as fast growth, growth-dependent mortality,
continuous reproduction, or fishing on recruits. It also makes
possible prediction of the consequences of diﬀerent fishingpressure scenarios on population indicators that are easy to
measure in the field, for example length for diﬀerent groups,
e.g. for the whole population, the immature stages, or for the
spawners.
Indeed, the use of ALADYM is intended to assist with
many diverse tasks in addition to simulation of population
dynamics. These include:
• exploring and comparing alternative management scenarios in the medium and long-term;
• evaluating changes in the direction and sensitivity of indicators under diﬀerent management regimes, e.g. the ratio
of exploited to unexploited spawning stock biomass;
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Fig. 1. Schematic view of the functional components of ALADYM
model.

• understanding the responsiveness in time of population indicators to diﬀerent pressure levels, e.g. mean length or age
of the spawning population; and
• searching for reference points that match the target criteria
of sustainability and viability (De Lara et al. 2007).

2 The ALADYM model
2.1 Model components

ALADYM (age-length based dynamic model) is an agelength based simulation model developed within the conceptual framework of dynamic pool models following Thompson
and Bell (1934). The model (Fig. 1) simulates population dynamics of a single species accounting for sex diﬀerences in
growth, maturity and mortality using a monthly time step Δt.
The discrete population dynamics are formulated by following the simultaneous evolution of several cohorts at
monthly intervals:
N(t+Δt), j = Nt, j e−(Ft, j +M j )·Δt

(1)

where j indicates the age, t the time, M and F the natural and
fishing mortality respectively.
Individual growth is modelled using the von Bertalanﬀy
growth function:


L j = L∞ · 1 − e−K·( j− j0 )
(2)
where L j is length at age j and K, L∞ and j0 are the VBG
parameters (notice a slight change with respect to the common notation – j0 instead of t0 – for consistency within this
manuscript). For each age the average length L̄ j in the age
interval ( j, j + Δ j) is calculated as:
L̄ j = L∞ +

(L j − L j+Δ j )
K · Δj

(3a)
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as in Cadima 2002; details are provided in the Appendix 2.
The weight at average length, for each age, is calculated
from the length-weight relationship
W j = aL̄bj .

(3b)

Natural mortality can be constant for each age, or a vector by
age calculated outside the model and used as input. A third
option is to calculate a vector inside the model based on Chen
and Watanabe (1989):
⎧
K
⎪
⎪
⎪
j  jM
⎪
⎪
⎨ 1 − e−K·( j− j0 )
Mj = ⎪
K
⎪
⎪
⎪
⎪
⎩ 1 − d + K · d · ( j − j ) − 1 K 2 · d · ( j − j )2
M
M
2


where d = e−K( jM − j0 ) and j M = − K1 ln 1 − eK j0  + j0 .

The parameters j0 and K are from the von Bertalanﬀy
growth equation; j M represents the “age at the end of the reproductive span” according to Chen and Watanabe (1989). The
relationship between age and natural mortality is convex. The
Chen and Watanabe natural mortality model works for negative values of j0 .
The total mortality Zt is an input to the model and is estimated oﬀ-line, for example, from trawl-survey data. Its values
are used to calculate the parameter Zt through the procedure
described in Section 3.
To build up the fishing pattern Ft, j , the fishing mortality
is then modelled for each cohort as a function of length as
in Sparre and Venema (1998), but using in addition a fishing
activity coeﬃcient fact (t), which would be 0 in the case of a
fishery closure:
Ft, j =

F f (t)

· S el(L̄ j , t) · fact (t)

(5)

where S el(L̄ j , t) is the selectivity of the fishery on fish of size
L̄ j at the time step t, F f (t) is related to the fishing mortality by
F f (t) = Zt − Mmin and Mmin is the minimum value of M.
Hence, the model calculates the parameters for the
Equation (1) split by age and time as:


Zt, j = Ft, j + M j

(6)

The proportion of retained fish S el(L̄ j , t) of the cohort j is calculated at time t from one of the two following relationships
(Sparre and Venema 1998) that represent diﬀerent options for
the user:
1
 2·ln(3) 
S el(L̄ j , t) =
(7a)
S
R
1 + e t ·(L50% (t)−L̄ j )
S el(L̄ j , t) =

1

1+e

 2·ln(3) 
S Rt ·( L50% (t)−L̄ j )

·

1

1+e

 −2·ln(3) 
DS Rt

Yield (Y) during the time interval (t, t + Δt) for cohort j is
then computed following the Baranov equation as (Sparre and
Venema 1998):
Yt, j =

·(D50% (t)−L̄ j )

(7b)
where L50% (t) is the length at first capture and SRt =
L75% (t) − L25% (t) is the selection range, while D50% (t) and
DSRt = D25% (t) − D75% (t) are the parameters describing the
descending limb of the model, which accounts for the reduced
vulnerability of larger fish.


Ft, j
−Zt, j ·Δt
· W j;
 · Nt, j · 1 − e
Zt, j

(8)

where W j is the weight at age j from the Equation (3b).
Maturity Mat is a function of length L and is calculated
following an ogive model (Quinn and Deriso 1999). The proportion of mature fish at age is then:
Mat j =

j > jM
(4)
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1

1+e

 2·ln(3) 
MR ·( Lm50% −L̄ j )

(9)

where Lm50% is the length at which 50% of fish are mature and
MR = Lm75% − Lm25% is the maturity range, i.e. the diﬀerence
between the length at which 75% and 25% of fish are mature.
For the exploited population (F > 0), the total biomass Bt, j
and the spawning stock biomass SSBt, j of the cohort j at time t
are then simply:
Bt, j = Nt, j · W j
S S Bt, j = Nt, j · W j · Mat j

(10)
(11)

Similarly, for the unexploited population (F = 0) the total
biomass (UBt, j ) and the spawning stock biomass (USSB,t, j) of
the cohort j at time t are calculated as:
U Bt, j = UNt, j · W j
US S Bt, j = UNt, j · W j · Mat j

(12)
(13)

where UNt , is the population in numbers of the cohort j at time
t when F = 0
There is a choice of several stock-recruitment relationships
whose parameters can be input to ALADYM:
Beverton and Holt (1957): R =

S
(α + βS )

Ricker (1954): R = α · S · e(−βS )

(14a)
(14b)

Shepherd (1982): R = α · S / 1 + (S /γ)

β

(14c)

Barrowman and Myers (2000):
hockey stick R = α · min(S , S ∗ ) =

α · S if S < S∗
(14d)
α · S∗ if S  S∗

quadratic hockey stick:
⎧
⎪
α·S
⎪
⎪
⎪ 
⎨
R = ⎪
α· S −
⎪
⎪
⎪
⎩α · S∗

∗

(S −S ·(1−δ))
4δ·S ∗

2

∗
 i f S  S · (1 − δ)
i f S ∗ · (1 − δ) < S < S ∗ · (1 + δ)
i f S  S ∗ · (1 + δ)
(14e)

where R and S represent the number of recruits and spawners
respectively, whilst α, β, γ, δ, S ∗ are model parameters. The
number of spawners at time t is calculated as

St =
N(t−λ), j · Mat j
(15)
j
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where λ is the time (in months) elapsing from spawning to
birth. This parameter can be useful for example for species
that incubate eggs for longer times like the Norway lobster or
some Elasmobranchs.
The timing of recruitment events, i.e. the months when
they occur and their duration, is flexible and depends on
species’ biology. In fact, to account for recruitment pulses the
function PoOt is introduced:
Rt = PoOt · Rt (S t )

(16)

where PoOt is the proportion of oﬀspring entering the stock in
the month t, Rt is the monthly number of oﬀspring as derived
from the stock-recruitment relationship and Rt the number of
oﬀspring eﬀectively entering the population at month t. This
number is split by sex using the monthly sex-ratio given in the
input, according to the biological knowledge on the species.
Instead of using these stock-recruitment relationships, the
model can be fed by a vector of oﬀspring. This method can
assist the user for hindcasting simulations.
We introduced a uniformly distributed multiplier for Rt to
add a source of stochasticity to the stock-recruitment equations in order to model small perturbations in the environment;
it is suggested that these perturbations should be kept small
so as not to void the eﬀects of the stock-recruitment relationship used. The list of the main model parameters is reported in
Table 1.
2.2 Management measures

Several management measures are implemented in ALADYM. They concern interventions regarding total mortality Zt ,
gear selectivity (size at first capture L50% and selection range)
and fishing activity (through fact in Eq. (5)). The eﬀects of
these measures are then analysed in terms of long-term population sustainability. The ratio between the mean spawning stock
biomass and the mean unexploited spawning stock biomass
SSB/USSB is also estimated for each harvesting scenario. To
calculate this indicator, two populations are simulated: the exploited aﬀected by total mortality and the unexploited one, on
which only natural mortality is acting.
2.3 Adding stochasticity to population dynamics

To take into account the uncertainty in the knowledge of
parameter values, the ALADYM model has been embedded
into a larger framework where some key parameters are represented by their probability density functions (pdfs) instead of
by their average values. The pdfs can be assigned to each parameter independently and are chosen from the following list:
log-normal, normal, gamma and uniform.
Following the Monte-Carlo paradigm, random samples for
recruitment, individual growth and size at maturity are drawn
from the selected pdfs (Table 2) to create the initial population
distribution. This population is then allowed to evolve using
the ALADYM model. The outputs from the runs are used to
calculate descriptive statistical parameters (mean, standard deviation, distribution) useful to measure the variability of the
results.

Table 1. List of parameters of the equations used in ALADYM whose
values need to be provided.
Parameter
K, L∞ , j0
a, b
L50% (t), SRt , D50% (t),
DSRt
Lm50% , MR
α, β, γ, δ, S ∗

Description
von Bertalanﬀy growth
function parameters
Length-weight relationship
Selection parameters

Equation
2
3b
7a, 7b

Maturity ogive parameters

9

Beverton and Holt, Ricker,
Shepherd and hockey-stick
stock recruitment
relationships

14a, 14b,
14c, 14d

Table 2. Input parameters to which a probability density function
(pdf ) can be associated for Monte Carlo simulations
Parameter
K, L∞ ,
R
Lm50% , MR

Description
von Bertalanﬀy growth
function parameters
Oﬀsprings
Maturity ogive parameters

pdf
log-normal,
normal, gamma,
uniform

2.4 Simulation steps

A flow diagram for using ALADYM is shown in Figure 2.
The first step is to read the model parameter values and to
initialize the population state vector (numbers at age and biological features in month 0) under equilibrium condition.
Then a set of n (typically 100) simulations is run using randomly sampling for number of recruits, growth parameters and
sizes at maturity values from user specified distributions (see
Sect. 2.3). Using the model described in Section 2, the population goes through a burn-in period corresponding typically to
several life-spans of the sex with the longest longevity (step 2)
so as to allow introduction of the time-variant eﬀects (seasonality of oﬀspring and the stock-recruitment relationship), thus
eliminating the transient behaviour attributable to the initial
equilibrium condition. Four populations are simulated: an exploited and an unexploited one (F = 0) for each sex.
After the initialisation period, the population is projected
forward for m years applying the selected management measures (step 3). Recruits are deterministically simulated using
one of the stock-recruitment functions (Eq. 14).

3 ALADYM in practice
The ALADYM model does not have any hard-coded default parameter values so the user has to provide values for
all parameters or their distributions (see list of parameters of
the equations used in ALADYM (Tables 1 and 2). It is crucial to check the coherence of the model parameters supplied,
for example by assessing whether simulations exhibit sensible
behaviours. Automatic checks include ensuring that Fmax > 0,
that fish length at t0 > 0, and that the sex proportion is between
0 and 1.
One of the parameters highly influencing the behaviour of
the model is the vector Zt that is the input total mortality as
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Fig. 2. Schematic view of the ALADYM process and steps. Pdf = probability density function; K,L∞ growth parameters, R = recruitment;
W = individual weight; S = selectivity; Mat = maturity; M = natural mortality; F = fishing mortality, Z = total mortality; N = exploited
population, UN = unexploited population, B = exploited biomass, SSB = exploited spawning stock biomass, UB = unexploited biomass,
USSB = unexploited spawning stock biomass, S − R = stock-recruitment relationship; L̄ = average length; age = average age; SS = exploited
spawner population; USS = unexploited spawner population; C = capture in numbers; Y = yield, t = time, j = cohort.

obtained, for example, from scientific surveys. However, this
parameter is rarely available split by age at a monthly time
step. Thus, as mentioned in Section 2.1, the vector Zt has been
introduced to mimic the eﬀect of monthly variations of total
mortality. To calculate this vector a specific procedure has been
developed. The algorithm initializes the vector Zt with the values available for Zt and it iteratively runs the model adjusting
the entries of Zt at each step in order to minimize the diﬀerences between the input Zt and the one calculated by the model
on a yearly basis as follows (Sinclair 2001):
⎛ 
⎞
⎜⎜⎜ m N ⎟⎟⎟
t,
j
⎜
⎟⎟⎟⎟
1 ⎜⎜⎜⎜ j=1

⎟⎟⎟ ;
Zt =
ln ⎜⎜⎜ m
(17)
⎟⎟
Δt ⎜⎜⎜ 
⎝ Nt+Δt, j ⎟⎟⎠
j=2

where m is the number of cohorts. This optimization is performed according to the Least Square paradigm, therefore at

the end of each run the least square diﬀerence between the total mortality calculated and the one observed is computed:
min

Z

 
t

2

Zt − Zt .

(18)

Convergence is reached when the change in the above objective function is less than 10−3 between two consecutive iterations. This Zt vector is then used as parameter of the model.
Extensive simulations have shown that model behaviour is
influenced by the consistency between the set of life-history
parameters and population dynamics (Lembo and Spedicato
2006; Lembo et al. 2007). The model results are thus expected
to be particularly sensitive to the choice of stock-recruitment
relationship and natural mortality values.
To determine the suitable number of Monte Carlo runs
necessary to explore the stochastic population dynamics
(Sect. 2.3), we performed some tests using the above described
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least square approach to reconstruct a known distribution (e.g.
a gamma distribution). Results showed that a number of runs
ranging from 1000 to 10 000 approximated the parameters of
the known distribution with an error between 1–7% calculated
according the following formula:


ktrue − kcalc. θtrue − θcalc .
;
err = max
ktrue
θtrue
where k and θ are the parameters of the gamma distribution.
This percentage is better than the precision by which most of
the input parameters are known.
Details regarding ALADYM software, inputs and outputs
are reported in the Appendix 1.

4 Conclusion
ALADYM is based on simulating a biological population
and testing diﬀerent harvesting strategies to investigate the domain of fishery sustainability. In the core model the classical
equations of population dynamics are used to build a tool that
enables the use of fishery-independent information (e.g. from
trawl surveys) as a primary source for prediction.
A considerable variety of models based on fisheries independent data (Needle 2003; Beare et al. 2005; Trenkel 2008;
Mesnil et al. 2009) or on meta-analysis and pertinent auxiliary
information (Porch et al. 2006) have been developed in recent
decades to face problems related to reliability and availability
of catch – or landings – data from fisheries. This is to allow
the implementation of the precautionary approach (FAO 1996)
and adaptive management based on scientific advice also in
situations where catch-data are poor (e.g. Pilling et al. 2008),
and to assist in the evaluation of management strategies other
than TACs, even when landing data are available.
In fisheries stock assessment methodology, a framework
based on extensive simulations has become a key approach for
evaluating management strategies that can meet multiple objectives, where the operating model (OM) and management
procedures (MP) represent the core components of the evaluation system (e.g. Butterworth and Punt 1999; Kell et al. 1999;
Punt 2003; Butterworth 2007; Kell et al. 2007; Skagen and
Dankel 2007; Haltuch et al. 2008). The framework of the operating models is designed to reflect realism and improve robustness in the advice against uncertainties. Tools and platforms relying upon this or similar conceptual schemes, which
usually encompass statistical catch-at-age models (SCA), have
been rapidly developed (e.g. for assessment methods: stock
synthesis, Methot 2000; CASAL (C++ algorithmic stock assessment laboratory), Bull et al. 2005; and for simulation platforms: FLR (fisheries library in R), Kell et al. 2007), also with
a specific focus on bioeconomics (e.g. TEMAS, Ulrich 2007).
However, the development and review of a MP for a fishery
may require much time (up to several months; Butterworth
2007), given the multidimensional characteristics of the framework. The advantage is that this would make the advisory process more transparent (De Oliveira et al. 2008).
According to Pastoors et al. (2007), hindcasting can be a
useful tool for studying the dynamics of a model if the dynamics can be verified by observations. Nonetheless, a limitation

can be represented by the available observations that can themselves provide a faulty interpretation of the reality they try to
represent.
The exploration of the eﬀects of management strategies
through simulations should be regarded as a means for comparing alternative options aimed at advising management decisions for a particular fishery system, a process closely related to the scenario modelling developed by ICES (1995)
and referred to as FLR (Kell et al. 1999). However, FLR differs from ALADYM. FLR is an object-orientated programming platform where diﬀerent tools and objects classes can be
placed and interconnected for a Management Strategy Evaluation. ALADYM on the other hand is a pre-defined model that
evaluates the eﬀects of diﬀerent fishing impacts on fish population indicators through a simulation approach. Under the
paradigm of the scenario modelling, ALADYM adds to the
existing methods an easy and flexible tool that uses simulation
processes to explore the consequences, on a single population,
of diﬀerent fishing pressure scenarios, in terms of the eﬀects
on several metrics and indicators. The evolution of population
dynamics at a small time scale allows analysis and modelling
of monthly and seasonal fluctuations of harvest controls; this is
particularly useful when species are fairly fast growing and exploitation occurs at an early stage. In the model, harvesting can
be modulated by month as well as recruitment, accounting for
specific oﬀspring pulses during the year. All this gives the possibility of considering exploitation and biological processes in
time, thus providing insight into the temporally related eﬀects
of specific management strategies. In addition, ALADYM incorporates a variety of models for the stock recruitment relationship and natural mortality that allow the model to adapt to
diﬀerent stock characteristics.
In the Mediterranean, despite the paucity of time series of catch data, pieces of information regarding the relationships among population stages exist for certain species
(Alegrìa-Hernandez and Jukic 1988; Levi et al. 2003), as well
as the knowledge derived from modelling of natural mortality
(Caddy 1991; Abella et al. 1997) and the biological parameters
of the main stocks (Anonymous 2002).
In ALADYM, the analytical modelling provides estimates
of the potential results of management measures based on technical aspects, such as gear mesh size and seasonal fishing bans,
that are important especially for Mediterranean fisheries. Recent applications assisted the evaluation of the reduction of
fishing pressure in the medium and long term in the Italian
seas (Anonymous 2007).
The stochastic eﬀects incorporated into some of the key
life-history traits simulate the uncertainty in input data and parameter relationships. This allows assessment of the robustness
of the results and advice against uncertainties.
ALADYM shortcomings are mainly related to the current
lack of spatial and environmental components. In addition, the
present version of the model is not eﬃcient for mimicking
stock dynamics when a complex exploitation pattern occurs
due to the combined action of diﬀerent fishing strategies with
diﬀerent gears, in diﬀerent areas, and/or over diﬀerent time
periods. However, routines that overcome these limitations
as well as the introduction of non-deterministic association
between age and length, are in progress.
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As for other analytical models, ALADYM requires several
parameters, albeit this is the consequences of the detailed level
of outputs.
Nowadays holistic approaches accounting for stock dynamics, ecological, social and economic implications are
recognised to be more robust and, as integrated techniques,
better for a multidisciplinary evaluation of fisheries sustainability. Fisheries management must ensure, however, that the
eﬀects of fishing are sustainable at the scale of the whole
ecosystem as well as for individual stocks (FAO 2003). According to Quinn II and Collie (2005) moving into the era
of post-modern sustainability includes, among other things:
avoidance of incorrect characterisations resulting from a
single-species approach, building on what is already known,
and progressing in the single species approaches that can be
fruitfully combined with new ecosystem and economic based
approaches. Thus, diagnostics of the main targeted stocks
are still relevant as part of a more comprehensive evaluation
framework. In this way the single-species modelling approach
becomes embedded into the more complex Ecosystem Approach to Fishery Management (EAFM; FAO 2003), providing a set of model-based metrics and indicators that can be
used in a comprehensive framework to formulate assessment
and assist management plans.
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Appendix 1
ALADYM Software

ALADYM is written in the R language (http://www.
r-project.org/) and licensed as open source under GPL2. The
data and input parameters can easily be entered using an excel
data sheet. The results of the simulation are stored into three
Export files (.din for inputs, .dou for outputs, .RData for the R
workspace) and saved in the same directory where R is started
using the basename of the input sheet. The software can be
downloaded from the Fisboat web-site (http://www.ifremer.fr/
drvecohal/fisboat/), where also a detailed description of the input sheet is available.
ALADYM requires about 25 seconds (assuming 40 years
of run-in period and 20 years of simulation) with a Intel (R)
Pentium (R) personal computer with a processor of 1.70 GHz
and 1 GB RAM.
Input parameters to ALADYM (see also Table 1) are:
1. von Bertalanﬀy growth parameters by sex with associated
variability,
2. length-weight relationship parameters by sex;
3. maturity ogive parameters by sex (Lm50% and maturity
range; MR, see Eq. (9));
4. natural mortality by sex (a constant value or a vector, if not
automatically calculated by the model);
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5. seed values (minimum, maximum, ln-mean and lnstandard deviation) of recruitment by sex;
6. proportion of oﬀsprings entering in the stock by month;
7. stock-recruitment relationship parameters or a vector of recruit numbers by month both with associated variability;
8. time elapsing from spawning to birth;
9. sex-ratio (female/total) of oﬀsprings;
10. F f (t) by month (option 2) or from the model (option 1);
11. Zt by sex;
12. selection ogive parameters (2 options) of the gear used by
the fleet at time (t): selection length L50% , selection range
SR, deselection length D50% and deselection range DSR
(see Eq. (7b));
13. fishing activity coeﬃcient by month (0, in case of absence
of fishing activity).
The automatically produced outputs are
Export data file (.dou):
1. exploited and unexploited population by sex, per month
and age;
2. exploited and unexploited biomass by sex, per month and
age;
3. exploited and unexploited population of females belonging
to the spawning stock per month;

4. total mortality Zt calculated by the model for females,
males and the whole population in each month and year
of the simulation (see Eq. (17));
5. exploited and unexploited biomass per month;
6. exploited and unexploited spawning stock biomass per
month;
7. ratio between exploited and the unexploited spawning
stock biomass per month;
8. average length and age of exploited and unexploited populations per month;
9. average length and age of exploited and unexploited
spawning populations per month;
10. yield in tons per month;
11. average length and age of catches per month;
12. fishing mortality per month calculated as;
⎛ 
⎞
⎜⎜⎜ ∞ N ⎟⎟⎟
t,
j
⎜
⎟⎟⎟⎟
1 ⎜⎜⎜⎜ j=1
⎟⎟⎟ ,
Ft =
ln ⎜⎜⎜ ∞
Δt ⎜⎜⎜  F ⎟⎟⎟⎟
⎝ Nt+Δt, j ⎠
j=2

F
where Nt+Δt,
j is the number of survivors at the time t + Δt
under the hypothesis that only fishing mortality is acting;
13. biomass of natural losses and total biological production
per month.

Plots per year of the outputs listed from items 4 to 13 are also
produced.
Plots of the pdfs and the cumulative (cpdfs) are interactively
produced per year for the same items listed above.
Additional outputs:
1.
2.
3.
4.

average length at age and age by sex;
natural mortality at age/length by sex;
weight at age/length by sex;
proportion of mature individuals at age/length by sex.
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These outputs help the user to check the results obtained
from the sub-models, in particular those related to the
van Bertalanﬀy growth function (VBGF), the length-weight
relationship, the natural mortality, and the maturity.

Appendix 2
Justification of the Equation (3a):
 j+Δ j


1
L∞ 1 − e−k(τ− j0 ) dτ
L̄ =
Δj j

 j+Δ j
 j+Δ j
L∞
dτ−
e−k(τ− j0 ) dτ
L̄ =
Δj
j
j
⎡

 j+Δ j ⎤
⎢
⎥⎥⎥
1 −k(τ− j0 )
L∞ ⎢⎢⎢ j+Δ j
⎥⎥⎦
L̄ =
⎢⎣[τ] j − − · e
Δj
k
j


1  −k( j+Δ j− j0 )   −k( j− j0 ) 
L∞
( j + Δ j − j) +
− e
e
L̄ =
Δj
k


1  −k( j+Δ j− j0 )   −k( j− j0 ) 
L∞
( j + Δ j − j) +
L̄ =
− e
+1−1
e
Δj
k


 

L∞
1 
L̄ =
Δj +
1 − e−k( j− j0 ) − 1 − e−k( j+Δ j− j0 )
Δj
k




1
L̄ = L∞ +
L∞ 1 − e−k( j− j0 ) − L∞ 1 − e−k( j+Δ j− j0 )
k · Δj
L j − L j+Δ j
·
L̄ = L∞ +
k · Δj
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